


Mykonos may only take up 33 square miles of the Aegean Sea but it's certainly
made its mark; ANNABEL HARRISON retreats to luxury resort Santa Marina to
soak up the sunshine and get into the fun-loving spirit of this little Greek gem
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THE SUN SHINES for up to 300 days a year in
Mykonos, This is reason enough to visit for me but when
one 2dds in the fact that residents are required by local
law to paint every buikding white, I'm sold. | can't imagine
anything pretier than a sun-drenched island, fringed with
the vivid turquorse of the Aegean and cocooned by cendean
sky, speckled with icing sugar white dwellings. In fact, I've
never wished for a longer transfer before but when we're
driven the ten short minutes it takes to reach Santa Marina
from the airport, | can't take it all in quickly enough; it's
white, white, bright blue and white, as far as the eye can
see, and crosses big and small stand proudly above the
buildings, scattered over the slopes in little clusters.

The wind-whipped sland may be famed for its
(heaven sent) breezy and blustery climate but Santa
Marina, which takes its name from a nearby chapel,
is nestled safely within the sheftered Ornos
Bay, home to.a handfuf of st
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local restaurants and taverns, On an island where stylish
masses flock to the most popular be x5 for cocklail ;.‘
dancing and people-watching, and which is known for
being an unbeatable place to stay up dancing and go to
sleep as the sun rises, Santa Marina is somewhat of a
haven, That's not to say it doesn't know how to party like
the best of them, as I'm sure summer scenes will testify,
but it offers the luxuries of privacy and space, which are
not as freely found elsewhere on Mykonos.

Let's start with the beach; this is very important.
Santa Marina is one of the cnly hote's in Europe to have a
private beach (150 metres of it), right in front of the hote!,
Guests can splash straight from their sun
loungers into the sea and fuxury
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maor in the bay all
day without being disturbed {which I'm fold they do, very
happily). Speed boats and tenders are on hand if you
feel lixe a day trip to another beach. The entrance and
expansive grounds - all 20 acres of them - are private
too, and from almost every spet, one is dazzled by a 180
degree, picture-perfect view of the sun-dappled sea, the
bay of Ornos and shadowy
shapes in the distance
(the islands of Naxos and
Paros). In fact, it's what the
panoramic setting on your
camera was designed for.

The beach is

buzzy and busy during the day, with great music and
atmosphere (more than half of guests are repeat visitors,
which adds a really friendly vibe), but if you yearn for
a little more sunbathing space, head upwards. The
resort, established in 1982, is made up of five separate
accommodation areas built into the land that slopes down
to the sea and over the years these have been connected

Supper at Bayview restaurant
blows me away and that's
before I've even tried the food

and homogenised. The lovely island-white theme
continues, complementad by stone walls and tunnels.
There are two pools flanked by individual sunbeds and
heavenly double wicker loungers, a tiny church named
after St George, floedlit tennis courts, the Lotus Spa and
a kids' playground (its popularity proved by the constant
stream of kids rushing in and out of it). A kiosk next to
the spa sells useful things such as chilled drinks, lilos
and suncream, while a
little boutique sells luxury
brands synonymous
with a stylish summer,
including Chlog,
Melissa Odabash and
Vilebrequin,

What's moest exciting this year is that, following an
extensive renovation, most of the rcoms (89 of them)
and communal areas have been revamped and are oh-
so-chic in a typically Mykonian way. The Superior rooms,
Deluxe rooms and Seaview Suites boast a white or black
scheme, comprising expanses of wicker, sea-themed
iconegraphy (silver fish and framed white coral), smart
suitcase-inspired bedside tables and bathrooms in ccol
cream with silver accents and housing statement sinks
made from petrified woed. The air conditioning and
heavy cream curtains mean that it's tempting to lie in
until lunchtime but I'd urge you to get up for ¢ Lusie ouffet
breakfast, 8-11am, at the Caolonial Restaurant (which
does lunch toc). The fresh fruit is particularly delicious.
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You must try the shrimp tempura with wasabi, and both
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The pasta is also excellent (be prepared for a big, hearty
portion), as is the the paviova and berry pudding,

We are eating next to a family and it exemplifies

how easily couples or friends ca
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organic brand ILA and Le Spa Phytomer, from France,
a line of treat
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perfection before a Mykonian night out,
During peak season BA has two flights a week to
Mykonas, each taking less than three and a half hours,
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